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February 9, 2014 
 
The Honorable Tim Dougherty 
The Town Council of Morristown 
200 South Street 
Morristown, New Jersey 07960 
 
Dear Mayor Dougherty and Town Council Members, 
 
 All aspects of our environment affect our health and well-being on a daily basis. When our air is fouled or 
our water polluted, each one of us suffers. However, low-income communities and communities of color frequently 
face the worst exposures and often do not have access to the resources, treatments or preventive measures that 
can alleviate or remediate such problems.   
 In the midst of the history and beauty of Morristown we are faced with many such problems. One in 
particular has presented challenges to just such a community for more than 40 years. Changes to the master plan of 
the town, changes to the infrastructure, shifting demographics, pollution, dumping and nature itself have 
exacerbated problems within the Whippany River Watershed. These factors have had a severe impact on the river 
itself and a devastating impact on the surrounding community. Ongoing flooding, property damage and unsafe 
eroding riverbanks are a way of life for the second ward.  
 The Senior Pastors of the Presbyterian Church in Morristown, the Church of the Redeemer and Bethel 
A.M.E. Morristown unite to bring this message to you today.  We all believe that environmental stewardship is a 
moral responsibility and that protecting the earth and caring for creation is an essential religious value. We believe 
that all people, regardless of social or economic condition, deserve a safe and healthy environment. It is with these 
beliefs that we join the Whippany River Watershed Action Committee to encourage our community leaders and 
citizens to support their efforts to remediate the current situation with the Whippany River in Morristown's second 
ward.  
 The Whippany River Watershed Action Committee conducted an extensive study entitled “Stream Bank 
Stabilization Design for Urbanized Segment of the Whippany River Between Lake Pocahontas and the Railroad 
Crossing,” dated October 2013.  This study was enabled by the Watershed Institute of Pennington, New Jersey with 
funds from the Dodge Foundation. The study primarily addresses the area well downstream from the lake.  Although 
the study supports the concept of breaching the Lake Pocahontas Dam, doing so is not essential to the success of 
the project and would not be considered in any application for funding or implementation. Overall, the conclusions 
of the study show that long-term remediation of significant environmental issues can be achieved at relatively little 
expense with the support of our city and state leaders. 
 Advocating for environmental justice is an integral part of the collective participation by all three of our 
churches in the Green Certification program sponsored by GreenFaith (the national interfaith coalition for the 
environment headquartered here in New Jersey).  We ask for support of the recommendations of the Whippany 
River Watershed Action Committee to secure funding and implement remediation measures as expediently as 
possible.  
 Our three churches have served as sanctuaries for Morristown for more than one hundred years. We need 
to open the doors of these sanctuaries and assure that the community itself can be a sanctuary for its residents with 
a safe and healthy environment. We state today that we are committed to giving a voice to the voiceless and urge 
our leaders to move forward with the remediation efforts. We ask that you join us in prayer and support. 

Yours in peace, 
 
 
Rev. Dr. David Smazik                                    Rev. Sidney Williams, Jr.                                The Rev. Cynthia L. Black, D.D. 


